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Approch on restoration mechanisn of rotational
grazing system on desert steppe

LiQinfen"?, Han Guodongz, Ao Tegenz, Peng Shaolin*

(1 South China Institute o B otany, ChineseA cadany o Sciences, Guangzhou 510650, China;

2 College

o Ecology and Envirormental Science, InnerM ongolia A gricultural U niversity, H ohhot 010018, China)

Abstract: Rotational grazing (RG) and continuous grazing (CG) w ere compared in degraded desert steppe in In-
nerM ongoliaon fanily ranch scale Two ranchesw ere chosen, one for continuous grazing and another for rota-
tional grazing, w ith stocking rateof 1 15and 1 24 sheep/hm?, regpectively. Furthemore, an areaof 100m x 100
m, inhibit to grazing, was set as a check block (CK) near the ranches T he results indicate that plantw eight per-
cent, mportant value index (VM) and productivity of the dom inant geciesw ere higher in RG and CK than that in
CG, while there is little difference betw een RG and CK, from w hich it can be inferred that rotational grazing can
benefit the degraded land comparedw ith CK, and have similar effect as inclosure treatment in mproving degraded
desert steppe Hence, optimizing grazing system was recommended in considering the restoration of degraded
grassland as a result of overgrazing
Key words rotational grazing; continuous grazing; enclosure treatment; desert steppe vegetation restoration
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