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Fig.1 Location of study area and runoff plots in Tuanshangou Catchment
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Table 1 Statistics of runoff events from No.7 runoff plot at
Tuanshangou Catchment during 1961-1969
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Parameter Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Error Coefficient of variation

T/min 2 170 315 2895 0.92
T, /min 1 164 125 2391 1.92

T, /min 1 69 183 1495 0.82

g /(m*s")  0.00004 0274 0.04 0.06 1.59
H/mm 0.004 24.4 35 6.07 1.72
gn/(m*s™)  0.00003  0.048  0.007  0.01 1.54
RPM 13 135 43 2.66 0.62
M,/(tkm?)  0.05 17598 2659  4590.22 1.73
Sp/(kgm™) 11 9355 4816 297.86 0.62
Spa/(kgm™) 129 1120 6015 33658 0.56

H: Ts Tpe T gpn He @us RPMy Mgy Sy Span 23 BIZRARTIII . kK
I PRI« BRi R ARURVR . PR RIRAR R B 7
YRR K. T,

Note: T, T,, T» qp. H, qm, RPM, Ms, S,, Spaxrepresent runoff duration,
Time-to-Peak, time duration of recession, peak discharge, runoff depth, mean
discharge, ratio of peak discharge to mean discharge (flow variability),
area-specific sediment yield, mean suspended sediment concentration and
maximum suspended sediment concentration, respectively. The same as below.
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Table 2 Pearson correlations between feature variables related to
runoff and suspended sediment delivery for No.7 runoft plot at
Tuanshangou Catchment

T qp H qm RPM Ms Sm Smux

T 1
g 0397 1

H 053" 0917 1

gn 0297 095 086" 1

RPM 0497 053" 045" 036" 1

M, 0517 0927 0997 089" 044" 1

S, 0317 058" 052" 0607 0627 055" 1

Swar 0327 0497 0457 0507 0617 0477 0977 1

e *RIRTE 0.05 KT ERZE (W), **HIRTE 0.01 KT EWZE 2.
NG

Note: * Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). ** Correlation is
significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). The same as below.
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Fig.2 Result of discriminant analysis on runoff regimes
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Table 3 Main statistical features of different runoff regimes

PRI F AL FEGIHRFE main statistical features
Runoff regime/
Number T T, T, qp H n RPM
A/l 170 164 6 0.0004 0.27 0.0001 2.87
B/7 58 18 40  0.1391 13.77 0.0220 6.28
C/3 104 56 48  0.1196 17.08 0.0152 9.14
D/33 14 5 8 0.0079 0.42 0.0021 2.71
E/21 34 10 24 0.0475 326 0.0087 5.50
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Table 4 Characteristics of sediment transport driven by different

runoff regimes
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Table 5 Flow-sediment relationships under different runoff regimes
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Impact of runoff regimes on sediment yield and sediment flow behavior at
slope scale

Zhang Letao’?, Li Zhanbin'**, Wang Shanshan'
(1. State Key Laboratory of Soil Erosion and Dry-land Farming on the Loess Plateau, Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, Chinese
Academy of Sciences and Ministry of Water Resources, Yangling 712100, China,
100049, China;

2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
3. Key Laboratory of Northwest Water Resources and Environment Ecology of Ministry of Education, Xi’an University of
Technology, Xi’ an 710048, China)

Abstract: The process of soil erosion is significantly impacted by rainfall-runoff pattern. To investigate the impact of runoff
regimes on sediment yield and sediment flow behavior at slope scale, runoff and sediment data was collected and analyzed based
on 65 individual runoff events from No.7 runoff plot at entire slope scale at Tuanshangou Catchment. Runoff process was
characterized by runoff duration (7), runoff depth (H) and the ratio of peak discharge to mean discharge (flow variability, RPM)
based on correlation analysis. Combined method of K-mean clustering, discriminant analysis as well as One-Way ANOVA was
utilized to classify the runoff regimes. To quantify the relative impact of different runoff regimes on sediment yield from the same
runoff amount (depth), 12 comparative groups were selected to conduct comparative analysis. Furthermore, dynamic indexes
termed ¢ were constructed with the method of multiple stepwise regression based on main indexes of runoff characteristics to
depict the flow sediment behavior under different runoff regimes and runoff phases (rising limb and recession limb). The results
showed that the runoff at entire slope scale could be classified into five regimes: Regime A with super-long duration, low flow
variability, and minor total discharge (a particular regime); Regime B with relative long duration, medium flow variability, and
large total discharge; Regime C with long duration, high flow variability, and large total discharge; Regime D with short duration,
low flow variability, and minor total discharge of high frequency; Regime E with medium duration, medium flow variability, and
medium total discharge. Area-specific sediment yield, mean suspended sediment concentration and maximum suspended sediment
concentration showed great difference between different runoff regimes, which ranked in the order of C>B>E>D>A. This
indicated that regime B, E, and C should be paid more attention to conduct runoff regulation. The difference of area-specific
sediment yield between different regimes mainly derived from the variations in runoff amount (depth); and yet, the effect of
altered flow-sediment relationship on area-specific sediment yield was masked. From another perspective, the difference of
area-specific sediment yield originated from different regimes with the same runoff amount (depth) mainly derived from the
variations in flow sediment behavior. Driven by the variations in sediment flow behavior, in comparison with regime A, the
relative area-specific sediment yield from regime D, E, B and C were increased by 7.9 times, 6.3 times, 4.8 times and 4.5 times,
respectively. In addition, the increase ratio decreased with the increase in runoff amount (depth). The optimum regression equation
between suspended sediment concentration (S) and dynamic parameters (£) based on main runoff characteristics obeyed the
function form of S = aln&+ b (R*>0.5, sig<<0.001), which can interpret the main driving factors resulting in variations in sediment
concentration under different runoff regimes and runoff phases. In conclusion, the results may provide some evidence for runoff
pattern classification, construction of flow-sediment relationship, overall evaluation on the benefit of runoff regulation system at
slope scale, as well as the further enrichment of the theory of slope runoff regulation.

Key words: runoff; slope; regulation; runoff regime; entire slope; soil erosion and sediment yield; runoff regulation; sediment
flow behavior
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